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Ladies and gentlemen, tonight as we celebrate the one hundred and forty-first birthday of
one of the greatest men in American history, I would like to be able to talk about what a
glorious day today is in the history of the world. As we celebrate the birth of this man
who with his whole heart and soul hated war, I would like to be able to speak of peace in
our time, of war being outlawed, and of world-wide disarmament. These would be truly
appropriate things to be able to mention as we celebrate the birthday of Abraham
Lincoln. . . .
Five years after a world war has been won, men's hearts should anticipate a long
peace, and men's minds should be free from the heavy weight that comes with war. But
this is not such a period—for this is not a period of peace. This is a time of the "cold
war." This is a time when all the world is split into two vast, increasingly hostile armed
camps—a time of a great armaments race.
Today we can almost physically hear the mutterings and rumblings of an
invigorated god of war. You can see it, feel it, and hear it all the way from the hills of
Indochina, from the shores of Formosa, right over into the very heart of Europe itself. . .
While Lincoln was a relatively young man in his late thirties, Karl Marx boasted
that the Communist specter was haunting Europe. Since that time, hundreds of millions
of people and vast areas of the world have fallen under Communist domination. Today,
less than 100 years after Lincoln's death, [Soviet leader Joseph] Stalin brags that this
Communist specter is not only haunting the world, but is about to completely subjugate
it.
Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and
Christianity. The modern champions of communism have selected this as the time. And,
ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down—they are truly down. . . .
Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone here tonight who is so blind as to say
that the war is not on? Can there be anyone who fails to realize that the Communist world
has said, "The time is now" — that this is the time for the show-down between the
democratic Christian world and the Communist atheistic world?
Unless we face this fact, we shall pay the price that must be paid by those who
wait too long.
Six years ago, at the time of the first conference to map out the peace—
Dumbarton Oaks—there was within the Soviet orbit 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the
antitotalitarian side there were in the world at that time roughly 1,625,000,000 people.
Today, only 6 years later, there are 800,000,000 people under the absolute domination of
Soviet Russia—an increase of over 400 percent. On our side, the figure has shrunk to
around 500,000,000. In other words, in less than 6 years the odds have changed from 9 to
1 in our favor to 8 to 5 against us. This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of
Communist victories and American defeats in the cold war. As one of our outstanding
historical figures once said, "When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be because
of enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within."
The truth of this statement is becoming terrifyingly clear as we see this country
each day losing on every front.

At war's end we were physically the strongest nation on earth and, at least
potentially, the most powerful intellectually and morally. Ours could have been the honor
of being a beacon in the desert of destruction, a shining living proof that civilization was
not yet ready to destroy itself. Unfortunately, we have failed miserably and tragically to
arise to the opportunity.
The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our
only powerful potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores, but rather because of
the traitorous actions of those who have been treated so well by this Nation. It has not
been the less fortunate or members of minority groups who have been selling this Nation
out, but rather those who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest nation on earth has
had to offer—the finest homes, the finest college education, and the finest jobs in
Government we can give.
This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who
are born with silver spoons in their mouths are the ones who have been worst. . . .
I have in my hand 57 cases of individuals who would appear to be either card carrying
members or certainly loyal to the Communist Party, but who nevertheless are still helping
to shape our foreign policy.
One thing to remember in discussing the Communists in our Government is that
we are not dealing with spies who get 30 pieces of silver to steal the blueprints of a new
weapon. We are dealing with a far more sinister type of activity because it permits the
enemy to guide and shape our policy. . . .
This brings us down to the case of one Alger Hiss who is important not as an
individual any more, but rather because he is so representative of a group in the State
Department. . .
As you know, very recently the Secretary of State [Dean Acheson] proclaimed his
loyalty to a man [Alger Hiss] guilty of what has always been considered as the most
abominable of all crimes—of being a traitor to the people who gave him a position of
great trust. The Secretary of State in attempting to justify his continued devotion to the
man who sold out the Christian world to the atheistic world, referred to Christ's Sermon
on the Mount as a justification and reason therefor, and the reaction of the American
people to this would have made the heart of Abraham Lincoln happy.
When this pompous diplomat in striped pants, with a phony British accent,
proclaimed to the American people that Christ on the Mount endorsed communism, high
treason, and betrayal of a sacred trust, the blasphemy was so great that it awakened the
dormant indignation of the American people.
He has lighted the spark which is resulting in a moral uprising and will end only
when the whole sorry mess of twisted, warped thinkers are swept from the national scene
so that we may have a new birth of national honesty and decency in Government.
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