Excerpts from Kennan’s “Long Telegram” to the State
Department in 1946
“In summary, we have here a political force committed fanatically to the
belief that with US there can be no permanent modus vivendi, that it is
desirable and necessary that the internal harmony of our society be
disrupted, our traditional way of life be destroyed, the international authority
of our state be broken, if Soviet power is to be secure. This political force
has complete power of disposition over energies of one of world’s greatest
peoples and resources of world’s richest national territory, and is borne along
by deep and powerful currents of Russian nationalism. In addition, it has an
elaborate and far flung apparatus for exertion of its influence in other
countries, an apparatus of amazing flexibility and versatility, managed by
people whose experience and skill in underground methods are presumably
without parallel in history. . . .Problem of how to cope with this force is
undoubtedly greatest task our diplomacy has ever faced and probably
greatest it will ever have to face…It should be Approached with same
thoroughness and care as solution of major strategic problem in war, and if
necessary, with no smaller outlay in planning effort…
Soviet power, unlike that of Hitlerite Germany, is neither schematic nor
adventuristic. It does not work by fixed plans. It does not take unnecessary
risks. Impervious to logic of reason, and it is highly sensitive to logic of
force…
We must see that our public is educated to realities of Russian situation.
…Press cannot do this alone. It must be done mainly by government, which
is necessarily more experienced and better informed on practical problems
involved. . . .I am convinced that there would be far less hysterical antiSovietism in our country today if realities of this situation were better
understood by our people. . . .It may also be argued that to reveal more
information on our difficulties with Russia would reflect unfavorably on
Russian American relations…
World communism is like malignant parasite which feeds only on
diseased tissue…
We must formulate and put forward for other nations a much more
positive and constructive picture of sort of world we would like to see than

we have put forward in past. It is not enough to urge people to develop
political processes similar to our own. Many foreign peoples, in Europe at
least, are tired and frightened by experiences of past, and are less interested
in abstract freedom than in security. They are seeking guidance rather than
responsibilities. We should be better able than Russians to give them this.
And unless we do, Russians certainly will…”
Based on the passage above, complete the following tasks:
1. Briefly explain the author’s thesis.
2. Place this document is historical context. What events provoked the
writing of this document?
3. What is the “point of view” the writer?

